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Olivier Marguerit, aka O is a young (33 years old) multi-instrumentalist that you have already seen on stage with 

Syd Matters, Mina Tindle or Chicros. Guitars, bass, keyboards, vocals: this graduate of the American School of 

Modern Music touches everything with skill and modesty, always a little on stage withdrawal, but decisive in his 

musical contributions, harmonious, precise and delicate.

After an experience of personal composition within the 

duet My Girlfriend Is Better Than Yours, through which he 

learned to carry a musical project from start to inish (two 
45s and a mini album Foreplay), Olivier inally asserts 
its copyright personality - original performer composer, 

solo and under pseudonyms O, with a irst mini album 
of 5 tracks, which will be released exclusively in vinyl 

33rpm (as “the best way to make music exist today is to 

make it a little unusual,“ according to Olivier).

Between French-touch (Daft Punk, Tellier, Phoenix) and 

pop experimentalists (Robert Wyatt, Todd Rundgren, 

Sufjan Stevens), Ohm part1 (a tribute to Kraftwerk) 

reveals ive songs where the melody is king, but do 
not hesitate to question the verse-chorus format while 

claiming some “naiveté,” rather than as we hear the 

sincerity, honesty, true exposure. Five songs sung in 

French and English, and distributed on both sides such 

as those of the same coin, drawing a picture, circular 

and generic O, which speaks better than anyone.

FRENCH BAND O LIVE IN MANILA_

The Band O headed by Olivier Marguerit will be the French artists invited to perform in Manila in celebration 

of the Francophonie Day on March 21 at the Alliance Française de Manille. Their performance is in tradition 

of inviting French acts in the Philippines during this occasion as part of worldwide celebration of the French 

language.

March 20, 2017, Monday, 6:00 PM, reserved for DLS - CSB - School for Design and Arts  
March 21, 2017, Tuesday, 2:00 PM, reserved for Lycée Français de Manille  
March 21, 2017, Tuesday, 7:00 PM, Alliance Française de Manille (open to all)



Le Bézot du Quai Nord brings us on Charentais shores to help us to discover a beautiful family history, and the 

budding love of a young man for his missing father. Should we have to go for dramas to inally construct love 
between members of the same family? Here, the author gives us - between childhood memories and dramatic 

events - his thoughts on the genesis of ilial love, and his pain seems brighter as and when it unfolds. The scars 
are all closing faster in salt water, they say, but in this book tends to swallow the characters and the feelings, as 

the ocean do. With this irst novel, Michel Herbert takes the reader in a poetic and philosophical journey where 
emotion and humor meet. This is the second book by this talented author.

Michel Herbert, a Niçois from the other side of the world, devotes 

himself to writing since he is a French language teacher in Manila, 

Philippines. During his childhood, he spent many summers on the 

Charentais coastline that he revisits for us. Autobiographical passages 

subtly mingle in this adventure novel. The portraits he does, as the 

artist he is in his new life, make us discover engaging and enigmatic 

characters.

BOOK LAUNCH: LE BÉZOT DU QUAI NORD

Manila-based French chef, Michel Herbert will launch his   
book which was inspired by the land of his childhood at   
the Atlantic Coast.

March 21, Tuesday, 5:00 PM, Alliance Française de Manille, Multipurpose Hall (open to all)



Today they are twenty-ive years old. They’ve inished their studies or have started to work.  
As children, in order to survive, they were scavengers in the open garbage dump in Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia. That’s where Christian and Marie-France, a French couple, met them over 
twenty years ago and began their inexhaustible ight to pull these children out of their living hell.  

To date, they have given more than 10,000 children access to education, and helped them build futures.

This ilm is the story of an extraordinary human adventure…
Ticket prices, March 23, 7:00 pm screening:

P300.00 - regular price  
P200.00 - student and AFM member price

Tickets can be purchased at the AFM reception. For students 

and AFM members, please present an ID with photo for 

veriication. You may also purchase online through our website,  
www.alliance.ph. 

For students and AFM members, please present an ID with photo 

on the day of the ilm showing.
AFM’s Ondeo auditorium has limited seats so we highly 
encourage those who are interested to purchase their tickets as 

early as possible.

LES PÉPITES (LITTLE GEMS)

March 22, Wednesday, at 10:00 am (reserved for Lycée Français de Manille)  
March 23, Thursday, at 10:00 am (reserved for Lycée Français de Manille)  
March 23, Thursday, 7:00 pm at the Alliance Française de Manille Auditorium (open to all)

The Philippine showing of the film Les Pépites (Little Gems) in French with English subtitles



Website: www.alexvanlierde.org       
Facebook page: Alexandra Van Lierde Art  
http://avanlierde.wixsite.com/alexvanlierdeartist  
https://www.facebook.com/AlexandraVanLierdeArt

EXHIBITION: TRANSFORMATIONS

She is also inspired by her host city, Manila, with cityscapes in between abstraction and clouds, buildings wearing 

green or pink dresses… All these paintings are the evidences of Transformations that happened in Alexandra’s 
mind, body and heart, over the last two years. Indeed, as the artist says, her art has always been very closely 

connected to her life. And the last two years have been chaotic and emotional for her, as her youngest son sadly 

passed away in 2015 and she (quite dramatically) gave birth of twins in 2016. Her art, therefore, shows a vivid 

and powerful world, full of life and strength. By her art, she aims to invite people to ind a meaning in today’s 
chaotic world, by adjusting their mindset and adopting a grateful attitude.

Alexandra is now 37 years old. She has studied Fine arts in 

Brussels, Belgium, and has already exhibited in several places, 

such as Shanghai, Istanbul, Manila or Brussels. Today, she shares 

her time between painting, teaching, writing and family. She has 

already sold more than 100 art works; some are part of famous 

art collections in Europe and Asia.

Alexandra Van Lierde  is a French-Belgian artist living 

in Manila for nearly 8 years. Her coming exhibition 

Transformations will be held at Pineapple Lab in Makati, from 

March 22 till April 11 2017. Since her last show in Manila 

in November 2014, Alex’s art has changed a lot. Her usual 
neutral colors have moved to vivid ones. The pure abstract 

and peaceful cloudiness she used to paint has changed to 

portraits hidden behind clashes of colors, dragonlies ready to 
take off, or impressions of trees keeping her body grounded 

with her head in the stars.

Opening Night  
March 22, 6:30 pm-9:00 pm  
Artist Talk at 7:00 pm

Exhibition: Transformations by Alexandra Van Lierde



FILM SHOWINGS AT UP-DILIMAN AND ATENEO

Baden Baden – March, Monday 20 @ 5 pm -   
Leong Hall Auditorium, Ateneo de Manila University

LANG Rachel, 2015, 95 min, France-Belgium, Comedy drama.

Due to a ruined professional experience, Ana, a 26 year-old free-spirited woman, 
decides to return to her hometown in Strasbourg for the summer. She challenges herself to build a new bathroom for her grandmother. This summer, Ana inds a 
long lost lover, has an affair with her best friend, and loses her driving license. In 
short, Ana is trying to move on with life.

Adama – March, Tuesday 21 @ 5:30 pm –   
College of Arts and Letters 411, University of the Philippines

ROUBY Simon, 2014, 82min, France-West Africa, Animation.

Adama is a teenager who grew up in an isolated village in West Africa with his elder 
brother Samba, whom he admires and loves. On the edge of the village rise cliffs 
beyond which extends a desert traversed by violent sand winds: the World of the 
Breaths, kingdom of the Nassaras, where the village elders forbid to go. One night, 
Samba disappears and Adama decides to go in search of him. It is the beginning of a long journey that leads him to the battleields of the First World War in France.
Aya de Yopougon – March, Wednesday 22 @ 5pm -   
Leong Hall Auditorium, Ateneo de Manila University 

ABOUET Marguerite, OUBRERIE Clément, 2010, 84 min, France-Ivory Coast, 
Animation.

In the late 70s, in the slum Yopougon in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Aya is a studious19-
year-old girl who is very different from her two best friends: Adjoua and Bintou, 
who prefer climbing over the wall at night to party. Everything gets a little tenser when Adjoua gets pregnant…
Fatima - March, Thurday 23 @ 5:30 pm –   
College of Arts and Letters 411, University of the Philippines 

FAUCON Philippe, 2015, 79min, France-Maghreb, Comedydrama.

Fatima lives alone with her two daughters: Souad, 15, teenager in revolt, and 
Nesrine, 18, who begins medical studies. Fatima has a poor command of French 
and a frustration in everyday communication with her daughters. In order to offer 
them the best future possible, Fatima works as a cleaning lady. One day she falls 
down a staircase. During the work stoppage, Fatima begins to write in Arabic what 
she had never been able to say in French to her daughters until then. 



OTHER ACTIVITIES AT UP-DILIMAN AND ATENEO

The speech contest is open to students of French 10-11 in the University of 

the Philippines. The students will use a word randomly assigned to them 

by Le Club Français and make a speech related to it.

A photo contest open to all French language enthusiasts who would like 

to exhibit their skills in photography through taking a photo that will 

represent their chosen Francophone word among the words provided by 

UP LCF.

A contest wherein groups of students portray the meaning of a word from 

a Francophone country through presenting a short play. The contest is 

open to select high school and college students studying French and will 

be competing in their respective levels.

The culminating night of the Francophonie Week, the Soiree de la 
Francophonie is open to everyone who would like to be a part of the 

celebration. The event will feature various presentations and will also 

serve as the awarding night for winners of the contests.

March 21 - 25, 2017   
University of the Philippines - Diliman

March 21 - 25, 2017   
University of the Philippines - Diliman

March 22, 2017  
University of the Philippines - Diliman

March 25, 2017  
Ateneo de Manila University

Speech Contest

Photo Contest

Theater Contest

Francophonie Night



CONTEST RULES

1.  Compose an original poem in French of 20 lines maximum including at least 2 of the dis-moi dix mots   

 words.  Do not forget to give a title to your poem.   

2.  Create an illustration for your poem (calligram, drawing, painting, original photography, visual montage,   

 collage, etc.).  

3.  Send your creations to the following address: cbonnal@alliance.ph before March 5 (midnight)

 PDF ONLY, no other format will be accepted.

4.  Your entries should be sent along with a short   

 introduction:

 - full name  

 - profession / principal activity  

 - level of French language   

 - Institution wherein you are currently   

 enrolled for French language classes

INCOMPLETE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED

Please note that participants should be 10 years old 
and above. The poem and the illustration should 
be original properties of the contestant (original 
works only).

19TH SPRING OF POETS

Are you a poetry – lover ? Do you wish to practice your French?

Join a special poetry contest organized by the Embassy of France and the Alliance Française de Manille. Wonderful 

prizes await the winners.

The contest is designed for Filipino students and International students (non French native speakers) who are 

currently studying French at the Alliance Française, universities, or schools. The contest is open to students of all 

levels. The jury’s criteria include originality, creativity, and adherence to the theme (dis-moi dix mots), along with 
the quality of the writing. Every year, the French Ministry of culture celebrates the diversity of the French language. 

It selects 10 words around a common theme and several events are organized around the world around these 

words. This year, the common theme is “the Web”. The participants are free to play with the different meanings 

of the words. The 2017 list of dis-moi dix mots words: avatar, canular, émoticône, favori, fureteur, héberger, 
nomade, nuage, pirate, télésnober.
To learn more about the words: http://www.dismoidixmots.culture.fr/presentation  

Dis-Moi Dix Mots - Poetry Writing Contest       Competition runs until March 5, 2017

Awarding on March 21, 2017, Tuesday, 8:00 PM, Alliance Française de Manille (Francophonie Night)



To participate in the contest, candidates have to create 

a video documentary of about 5 minutes on the theme: 

Human Rights in the City. The video documentary may 

deal with the following sub-themes:

- joining the city (urban migration)

- living and sharing the city (precarious housing 
 environment, urban segregation and inclusion)

- participating in the city (local and participative  
 democracy, live together)

LABCITOYEN VIDEO COMPETITION

To register, the candidates have to send the completed registration form and the YouTube 
link of the video before March 5th, 2017 by e-mail to Maëlle CAMMAS of the Cultural Service 
of the Embassy of France to the Philippines: maelle.cammas@diplomatie.gouv.fr. The award 
ceremony will take place during the Francophonie Night at Alliance Française de Manille on 
March 21.

LabCitoyen is an international program by the Institut Français of Paris which brings together young 

francophones (20 to 26 years old) from different parts of the globe to participate in a series of conferences, 

debates, visits, and workshops on citizenship over the course of 8 days in France. 

This 2017 edition with the theme Human Rights in the City will focus on the consequences of the development 

of the cities on human rights. It will be held in Paris from July 2 to 10, 2017.

A video contest is organized for the Francophonie Week in order to select one participant (level B1 in French) 

who will be able to join the LabCitoyen program in Paris, all expenses paid by the Institut Français and the 

Embassy of France to the Philippines. 

This video will necessarily have to integrate an oral comment of the participant in French language. It can also 

contain some music. The video will have to be published on YouTube and a description drafted in French will 

have to accompany it in the comments. Every video has to be an original production. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE CITY

More information and registration form available on: http://www.ambafrance-ph.org/LabCitoyen-2017-3341. 



The competition is open to non-native French students only, it will take place in 2 venues:  AFM and UP.   

There will be 4 categories: A1, A2, B1 and B2.  

Registration is not required but participation will be on a irst come – irst served basis.  

Prizes will be given to the winners of each category during an awarding ceremony which will take place at the 

Alliance Francaise. The date will be given on the day of the competition.

ORTHOGRAPHY (DICTÉE) COMPETITION

It will be held in 2 venues:

Saturday, March 25, 10:00 am at UP-Diliman   
Saturday, March 25, 12:30 pm at AFM  

The Dictée competition will be organized by Alliance française de Manille, the Embassy of France to the 
Philippines and University of the Philippines- Diliman.



FRANCOPHONIE WEEK: MARCH 20 - 25 (BY DATE)

Monday, March 20

• 8:00 am: Grand Game of French Language at the Lycée Français de Manille (reserved for LFM)  • 5:00 pm: Film screening at Ateneo de Manila University  • 6:00 pm: Performance of the French band O at DLSU – College of Saint Benilde
Tuesday, March 21

• 10:00 am: Opening of the photography exhibit at University of the Philippines following the photography  
 contest organized by Le Club Français  • 2:00 pm: Performance of the French band O at Lycée Français de Manille. Reserved for LFM.  • 5:30 pm: Film showing at University of the Philippines  
 
 Oficial Francophonie Night at Alliance Française de Manille  
 • 5:00-6:00 pm: Book launching of Le Bézot du Quai Nord by Michel Herbert  • 6:15-6:30 pm: Opening reception, message from H.E. Thierry Mathou, French Ambassador  • 6:30-7:00 pm: Serving of refreshments  • 7:00-8:00 pm: Performance of French Band O  • 8:00-8:30 pm: Announcement of winners of Printemps des Poètes (Poetry reading) and LabCitoyen contest

Wednesday, March 22

• 10:00 am: Les Pépites screening at Alliance Française de Manille (reserved for LFM)  • 2:00 pm: Theater contest at University of the Philippines organized by Le Club Français  • 5:00 pm: Film showing at Ateneo de Manila University   • 6:30 pm: Exhibition opening by the French artist Alexandra Van Lierde at Pineapple Lab.  • 7:00 pm: Artist talk

Thursday, March 23

• 10:00 am: Les Pépites screening at Alliance Française de Manille (reserved for LFM)  • 5:30 pm: Film showing at University of the Philippines  • 7:00 pm: Les Pépites screening at Alliance Française de Manille (open to all)

Friday, March 24

• 6:00 pm: Francophonie Night for Students at Ateneo de Manila University  • Live report on site, Francophonie Quiz, Videos/clips on French culture and history, and   
 overview of educational opportunities in France  • Cocktail  • Announcement of winners of the photography and theater contest  • Music: UP / Ateneo band
Saturday, March 25

• Orthography Contest at the University of the Philippines 10:00 am, and at AFM at 12:30 pm.



FRANCOPHONIE WEEK: MARCH 20 - 25 (BY VENUE)

Alliance Française de Manille

Tuesday, March 21

Oficial Francophonie Night at Alliance Française de Manille
  • 5:00-6:00 pm: Book launching of Le Bézot du Quai Nord by Michel Herbert  • 6:15-6:30 pm: Formal program of Francophonie Night  • 6:30- 7:00 pm: Serving of refreshments  • 7:00-8:00 pm: Performance of French Band O  • 8:00-8:30 pm: Announcement of winners of Printemps des Poètes (Poetry reading) and LabCitoyen contest

Wednesday, March 22

• 10:00 am: Les Pépites screening (reserved for LFM)

Thursday, March 23

• 10:00 am: Les Pépites screening (reserved for LFM)  • 7:00 pm: Les Pépites screening (open to all)

Saturday, March 25

• 12:30 pm: Orthography Contest

Ateneo de Manila University

Monday, March 20

• 5:00 pm: Film showing
Wednesday, March 22

• 5:00 pm: Film showing 
Friday, March 24

• 6:00 pm: Francophonie Night for Students  • Live report on site, Francophonie Quiz, Videos/clips on French culture and history, and   
 overview of educational opportunities in France  • Cocktail  • Announcement of winners of the photography and theater contests  • Music: UP / Ateneo band



FRANCOPHONIE WEEK: MARCH 20 - 25 (BY VENUE)

De La Salle College of St. Benilde- School of Design and Arts

Monday, March 20

• 6:00 pm: Performance of the French band O

Lycée Français de Manille

Monday, March 20

• 8:00 am: Grand Game of French Language
Tuesday, March 21

• 2:00 pm: Performance of the French band O

Pineapple Lab

Wednesday, March 22

• 6:30 pm: Exhibition opening by the French artist Alexandra Van Lierde  •  7:00 pm: Artist talk

University of the Philippines-Diliman

Tuesday, March 21

• 10:00 am: opening of the photography exhibit following the photography   
 contest organized by Le Club Français  • 5:30 pm: Film showing
Wednesday, March 22

• 2:00 pm: Theater contest organized by Le Club Français
Thursday, March 23

• 5:30 pm: Film showing
Saturday, March 25

• 10 :00 am: Orthography Contest 
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