
 

 

 

 

Concept Note SHE for SHE 2018 

She for She is an event organized by the Embassy of France to the Philippines that celebrates gender 

equality and promotes women’s rights. The first edition was held in May 2017 on the occasion of the 

70th anniversary of the bilateral ties between France and the Philippines.  

 

This second edition focuses on women involvement and their success. The aim will be to gather 

women from different sectors and highlight their role in the fields of art, environment, 

entrepreneurship, science, and politics. This event will serve as a venue for women to share their 

experiences through talks and interactive shows. The objective is both to insist on the common basis 

which establishes women’s rights in the Philippines and in France, as well as to highlight the place of 

women in the Filipino society.  

 

Representatives of NGOs and international organizations, experts, members of the government, the 

academe, and students will gather on Monday, June 8, 2018 to discuss these topics. 

 

Date and venue: Monday, June 25, 2018 at SMX Convention Center, 3rd floor, SM Aura Premier, 26th 

Street corner McKinley Parkway, Bonfacio Global City, Taguig from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

 

Program 

 

There will be four thematic debates moderated by Aurélie Salvaire. Each debate will last around one 

hour and will allow women and men to share their experiences and knowledge about gender 

equality. Each talk will last around 10 to 15 minutes.  

 

The themes are:  

 

1) « L’idée que nous sommes maîtres de la nature n’est qu’une illusion » Vandana Shiva.  

“To think that we are the masters of Nature is only an illusion”  

Thematic debate on environment and science. 

 

2) « Le génie artistique a-t-il un sexe ? » Georges Sand.  

“Does the artistic talent have a gender? “ 

Thematic:  debate on arts and creation.   

 

3) « L’indifférenciation des sexes n’est pas celle des identités » Elisabeth Badinter.  

“Identity is not about differentiating sexes” 

Thematic debate on reproductive health & sexuality. 

 



4)  « On ne nait pas femme on le devient » Simone de Beauvoir. 

“One is not born a Woman, but becomes one.” 

Thematic debate on gender studies, women livelihood, domestic violence, sexual harassment  

 

PROGRAMME 

8:30am  Registration 

9:00am  Opening ceremony  

9:40am  Presentation of Aurélie Salvaire’s work, Shiftbalance 

10:00am 1st Thematic Debate: The Environment & Science 

11:00am Coffee Break  

11:15am 2nd Thematic Debate: Reproductive Health & Sexuality  

12:15pm  Lunch 

1:45pm  3rd Thematic Debate: Arts & creativity 

2:45pm  Coffee Break  

3:00pm  4th Thematic Debate: Women livelihood, gender studies 

4:00pm  Closing ceremony 

4:30pm  End 

 

PANELS 

1) « L’idée que nous sommes maîtres de la nature n’est qu’une illusion » Vandana Shiva.  

 Thematic debate on environment and science 

 

 Paula Aberasturi, Down to Earth 

 Hindi Tantoco, Holy Carabao 

 Jeannie Javelosa, ECHOStore 

 Vena Pearl Bongolan, Department of Computer Science at University of the 
Philippines 

 
2) « L’indifférenciation des sexes n’est pas celle des identités » Elisabeth Badinter.  

 Thematic debate on reproductive health & sexuality. 

 

 Virlanie Foundation (presentation of program with Gynécologues sans frontières) 

 Charisse Jordan, Programme Safe Cities, UN Women 
 

3) « Le génie artistique a-t-il un sexe ? » Georges Sand.  

 Thematic debate on arts and creation. 

 

 Lyka Gonzalez, filmmaker (screening of her short documentary Agos: the Manila 
Dream) 

 Tippi Ocampo, fashion designer 

 Hannah Morales, photographer 



 Liza Diño, Chairperson of the Film Development Council of the Philippines 

 Mareille de Leon Lazaro, Liza Morales CRESPO, Tali Handmade 
 

4) « On ne nait pas femme on le devient » Simone de Beauvoir. 

 Thematic debate on women livelihood, domestic violence, sexual harassment  

 

 Rocio Ressano, Femmes du Mondes 

 Philippa Dacanay, Transgender French Teacher 

 Nathalie Verceles, Director and Gina Rose L. Chan, Publication Production Chief I, 
UP’s Center for Gender Studies  

 Maica Teves, Executive Director of SPARKS Philippines 
 

 

SPEAKERS 

Aurélie SALVAIRE. After graduating from HEC Paris in 2001, Aurélie has worked in a wide range of 

sectors, from consulting, organization and humanitarian work at Oxfam to social entrepreneurship at 

Ashoka. From 2012 to 2015, she created and organized several TEDx events including 

TEDxBarcelonaWomen. Since then, she has been developing storytelling trainings around the world 

through her organization The A Factor to help participants master their own narrative. She is 

extremely active with women entrepreneurs throughout the Middle East, and she delivers innovative 

solutions in terms of parity through her Shiftbalance platform.  

 

Jeannie JAVELOSA is an advocate for culture, sustainability and gender and speaks internationally on 

these topics. A social entrepreneur, she is a Co-Founder of the pioneering retail store and social 

enterprise ECHOstore Sustainable Lifestyle (ECHO=Environment Community, Hope, Organization), 

and the advocacy driven brand GREAT WOMEN (GREAT=gender responsive economic action for the 

transformation of women). She is Founding Chair of the BPW Makati (Business and Professional 

Women Network); member of the Women’s Business Council of the Philippines and ASEAN Women 

Entrepreneur Network (AWEN); and Gender Representative in the Micro-Small-Medium Enterprise 

Development (MSMED) Council of the Department of Trade and Industry of the Philippines. 

Rocio Olbes RESSANO, will represent the foundation Femmes du Mondes, she will be able to make a 

presentation of the foundation and the projects she has developed in Manila especially the ones in 

the prisons. Then, she is Femmes du Monde Representative in Philippines, President of the SCB 

Foundation, CoFounder of livelihood initiative Bars To Bears and HENRY, CoFounder and Panel 

Member of “TehTalks” a women educational forum designed for underprivileged feminine 

communities.  She is certified in Positive Psychology and current student of Theta Healing/Coping 

with Emotions and Body Anatomy.  

 

Lyka GONZALEZ is a documentary filmmaker, photographer and visual journalist. For her 

undergraduate research, she rendered the experience of Filipino urban migrants into a Cannes 

accredited short film Agos: the Manila Dream (2015). The film fulfills its purpose by opening a 

dialogue on migration and urbanization with the global audience. Following its premiere at 68th 

Festival de Cannes – Court Métrage, Agos participated at the Philippine World Premieres Film 

Festival, Victoria Film Festival and Treasure Coast International Film Festival. The film received Best 



Cinematography and Best Musical Score at the Espana Cine Abierto and Best Picture at the Loyola 

Film Festival. Through her documentaries and photo stories, she brings to light the people and the 

communities who are changing the way we see the country. Lyka holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Communication from the Ateneo de Manila University and was honoured the Loyola School Awards 

for the Arts in Visual Arts: Photography. In 2017, she was chosen as one of the TEDx speakers and 

delivered a talk entitled Understanding Humanity Through the Lens. She is currently taking a 

graduate Diploma in Visual Journalism program at the Konrad Adenauer Asian Center for Journalism 

(ACFJ).  

 
Hindi WEBER TANTOCO founded Holy Carabao–a brand that takes a dynamic approach to farming, 

with sustainability as its framework and a more holistic perspective. Rather than viewing the plants 

and the animals in isolation, they consider all components as interconnected—each with its own role 

and importance, and each forming part of the big picture: the ecosystem. This means ensuring the 

best conditions across the entire process, from the micro level to the macro: the soil, the manner of 

harvesting, the crops, the livestock, the farmers, the drivers, the communities they serve, and 

ultimately, the planet we all inhabit and must care for their commitment to sustainability goes 

beyond riding on a fad. 

Paula ABERASTURI, from Down to Earth. One of the few biodynamic farms in the country, Down to 

Earth states, “We grow our DownToEarth products sustainably: growing flowers, vegetables, herbs 

without synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides or herbicides; and raising all our hens, chickens, 

pigs, lamb and cows on local grasses that are pesticide-free. The animals are raised outdoors and 

never given antibiotics, steroids or growth hormones. The cows are bullbred, native cross-breeds and 

have never been castrated or dehorned. They have not been fed GMO corn or soy, or animal by-

products.” Aberasturi also conducts regular workshops on backyard farming to encourage more city 

dwellers to try it out themselves. 

 

Charisse JORDAN, National Project Officer, Safe Cities Metro Manila Programme 

UN Women Philippines. The Safe Cities Metro Manila Programme started in 2015 in Quezon City, 

with nearly 3 million people the country’s biggest city. The programme’s advocacy led the city 

administration to strengthen provisions against sexual harassment and violence in public spaces. 

Tippi OCAMPO, fashion designer, writer, intrepid wanderer. She graduated with a Bachelor’s degree 

in Fine Arts from the state university and joined advertising after graduation as art director, writer, 

then creative director. She won various awards for her work in advertising, then did the same in 

fashion. She Participated in the Concours Internationale des Jeunes Createurs de Mode in Paris in 

December 1999.  She was inducted into the Fashion Design Council of the Philippines in 2000. She 

launched her fashion book & exhibit “Not By the Book: Fashioning Design” along with her fashion 

design blog & website in 2008.  

Philippa DACANAY, Professor of French Language at the University of the Philippines (Diliman). She 

will share her experience as a transgender woman who accomplished her transformation. She will 

raise the question of transgender issues in the Philippines society.  

VIRLANIE FOUNDATION, presentation of their project with Gynécologues sans frontiers. 



Mareille DE LEON LAZARO, Liza Morales CRESPO, co-founders of the company TALI Handmade. The 

two started the bag and accessory brand after a visit to a city jail. Seeing the potential to empower 

lives, the founders recruited the female inmates and taught them design patterns eventually 

establishing TALI Handmade. Crespo is also a principal of Liza Crespo Ecotecture, an architectural firm 

that is focused on sustainable design. 

Nathalie Lourdes A. VERCELES, DSD is Assistant Professor at the Department of Women and 

Development Studies (DWDS) in the College of Social Work and Community Development (CSWCD), 

UP Diliman. She has previously served as Chairperson of the DWDS (2013-2016) and Director of the 

Doctor of Social Development Program of the CSWCD (2017). Dr. Verceles earned her Doctorate in 

Social Development (2014), MA in Women and Development Studies (2003), and BA in Philosophy 

(1987) from UP Diliman. She also has a BSc (Honours) in Economics (1990) from the University of 

London. She has published and presented numerous papers on feminist economics. 

Hannah Reyes MORALES, is a Filipina photographer. She grew up in Manila, Philippines. Her photos 

have been published in The Washington Post, The New York Times, National Geographic (online), Al 

Jazeera, The Southeast Asia Globe, Newsweek Japan, CNN Philippines, and The Atlantic. Through 

photography, she raised the questions of poverty in the slums, women’s condition, drug war.  

Liza DIÑO, Chairperson of the Film Development Council of the Philippines (FDCP) since August 2016. 

She is also an actress. She joined GMA 7 artist center and appeared in a number of television shows 

including Kakaba-kaba adventures, Daddy Di Do Du, Pira-pirasong Pangarap. Her first theater role 

was at Dulaang University of the Philippines (DUP), where she appeared in stage plays such as 

Passion of the Christ under Tony Mabesa, Shakespeare's Winter's Tale (2002), and Divinas Palabras 

(2000), both by Jose Estrella. She graduated from the University of the Philippines with a BA in 

Speech and Communications.She played the lead in her first independent film Compound 

(2006/2010) directed by Will Fredo, which was nominated for best picture in the Golden Screen 

Awards and was shown in various international film festivals. In 2008, Diño moved to the US to start 

a family and pursue a culinary career. She completed a certificate program in Culinary Arts at Le 

Cordon Bleu of Culinary Arts. 

Vena Pearl BONGOLAN, Professor at Department of Computer Science at UP Diliman. She had a PhD 

in applied mathematics and she does modeling for disaster-related phenomena– currently working 

on landslides, storm surges, and post-disaster regeneration of mangroves.  

SPARK! or Samahan ng mga Pilipina para sa Reporma at Kaunlaran is a SEC-registered NGO 

composed of empowered women  and women champions committed to the development of women 

and women’s organizations as full partners in national development. They aimed to improved access 

to resources and strategic participation in programs and initiatives that will lead to a nation with 

economically empowered and politically engaged women, to promote inclusive policy and practices 

for a gender-responsive financial and political commitment , to strengthen interconnections, 

partnerships and networks among the different women’s groups and organizations in the country; to 

mentor the next generation of Filipino women; to engage men to advocate and support women’s 

issues. 

 


